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encouraging hope, enriching lives  

and empowering dreams  



letter to our supporters  
 

     Our YWCA has served the Yakima Valley and  

surrounding areas for over 100 years and just as 

times change and communities evolve, the 

YWCA continues to grow and progress in order 

to meet the needs of our families.  It is clear that 

the need in our community is great and that it 

takes a team of supporters and partners to make a 

difference.  During the last 12 months, the YWCA has seen an increase in the  

number of families who use and need our services.  As a result, we have asked our 

community for help in supporting this increase and you have more than demon-

strated the ability to rise to the challenge.  As such, we have seen increased in-kind 

donations, high event attendance, rise in business sponsorships and an interest in 

volunteering. This level of support is not only inspirational, it is life-changing for all 

of the families we serve.   
 

     The YWCA has and will continue to be a community-minded organization.  With 

board and staff members who are not only passionate about our mission but are also 

committed to the greater good of our community.  It is through partnerships and  

involvement that the YWCA can give back to those who have given to us.  Through 

the combined efforts of board and staff, we have contributed over 300 hours toward 

supporting partner efforts, community service projects and serving as board  

members for other agencies.   
 

     The YWCA is committed to working as one of many partners within our  

community to create a deeper impact and to better meet our mission. It is through 

these partnerships and continued dialogue that we can identify community needs, 

potential gaps in services and where the YWCA fits in terms of filling these gaps.  
 

     In the coming years we look forward to building on our accomplishments as well 

as increasing our capacity to serve.  The completion of our Bringing It Home project 

will expand our ability to provide safe shelter to families in crisis and will open up 

the opportunity for women to move toward self-sufficiency while being able to  

provide a safe, healthy and affordable home for her children. With the introduction 

of our Community Resource Center, the YWCA will be better positioned to not only 

continue to serve survivors of domestic violence but to also expand our services to 

other target audiences who would benefit from YWCA mission-based programming 

and services.   
 

     The YWCA is dedicated to eliminating racism and empowering women and  

promoting peace, justice, freedom and dignity for all.  Our board and staff are  

committed to this mission and demonstrate it everyday by giving their time, support 

and expertise. We invite you to join the YWCA in standing united to create a deeper 

impact within our community.  Together, we can make a difference!  
 

 - Anne Harrison, President  - Erin Black, Executive Director 
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congratulations!  

 

YWCA award recipients  

for 2009 -2010:  

 

 

Alexander Miller Award:  

Jim Jansen 

 

Outstanding Board Member Award: 

Marvalene Broadhead 

Page Ormbrek 

 

Outstanding Staff Member Award: 

Robin Perches 

program reports and updates for 2009  

Family Crisis Program 
 

 48,034 units of services were provided, an 

increase of 7,500 from 2008 
 

 The Emergency Family Shelter housed 103 

women and 123 children, for a total of 4,400 

bed-nights 
 

 6,204 individuals involved in domestic vio-

lence incidents received services 
 

 In partnership with Yakima law enforcement 

the 72-Hour Response Program contacted 4,377 

victims of domestic violence.  

 

Outreach and Education 

 Approximately 1,804 individuals were 

served through the YWCAôs awareness and 

outreach efforts. We provided booths and  

presentations at 27 different locations around 

the county. 
 

Christmas Program 

 Through generous donations from  

individuals and businesses, 302 women and 

children  received gifts and food during the 

holiday season. 



ywca  

financial information  

(*unaudited) 

bringing it home  
 

 For more than 100 years, the YWCA of 

Yakima has encouraged, supported and protected the 

women in our community, consistently demonstrating 

the ability for transformation to best meet the needs of 

the families we serve.  In 2000, the YWCA Board and civic leaders responded to a 

growing need within the community for expanded shelter space, transitional housing 

and comprehensive case management for domestic violence survivors; as a result, the 

Bringing It Home project was born. 
 

 Bringing It Home will merge all YWCA programming and operations under 

one roof, increase shelter capacity from four units (28 beds) to 15 units (44 beds); create 

16 affordable transitional units (studio, 1, 2, and 3-bedrooms); and develop an on-site 

community resource center.  The facility will also have two enclosed exterior court-

yards, providing green space and safe, secure play areas for children.  Playground 

equipment for the shelter courtyard was funded through a donation from the Yakima 

Kiwanis Club, and the playground equipment for the transitional housing courtyard was 

funded by a grant from the Yakima Valley Community Foundation. 
 

 As the result of a very successful Capital Campaign, and through the hard work, 

generosity and commitment from this great community, construction began in early 

2007.  Phase I consisted of renovations to the emergency shelter; these renovations were 

completed in December 2008 ï nearly a year ahead of schedule.  Families moved into 

the new facility just before Christmas, a wonderful ending to an exciting year! 
 

  Construction work on Phase II, the housing units, was officially     

launched May 14th 2010 at the ñTearing Down the Wallsò ground-

breaking event.  Former and current Board members, capital  

campaign volunteers, community partners, elected officials and  

interested citizens joined YWCA staff and construction crew to  

formally launch the project, using golden hammers to mark the beginning of   the demo-

lition phase. 
 

 Since then, we are happy to report that the majority of the demolition work as 

well as all the framing of the units has been completed.  Funding support includes a $2.7 

million award from the Washington State Housing Trust Fund; an award of six project-

based housing vouchers from the Yakima Housing Authority; and, through the tireless 

efforts of Senator Patty Murray, $1.3 million in federal appropriations. 
 

 In addition to an amazing construction and design team as well as the on-going 

support from our community, we are blessed to have the benefit of an experienced  

project manager - Jim Jansen ï who has offered his services to the YWCA through the 

construction phase.  Jim brings many years of experience, a great sense of humor, and a 

selfless commitment to the project. 
 

Bringing It Home will truly be a place to encourage hope, enrich lives and  

empower dreams.   Thank you Yakima! 

 

*Most recent 990 and audited financial 

statements can be seen at ywcayakima.org  

Rental Assistance and Safe Passage  

 With the support of government funding and 

the Zonta Club of Yakima Valley, the YWCA 

assisted 12 families with rent, utilities, college 

applications and travel, totaling $3,891.68. 
 

Working Womenôs Wardrobe 

 Through the generous donations of  

community members, the YWCA provided 

professional clothing to teens and women.  

Currently, the wardrobe is located in a tempo-

rary location during construction.  

Emergency Shelter Computer Lab 

 The YWCA received funding from the Fred 

Meyer Foundation and the Zonta Club of 

Yakima Valley to provide computer and tech-

nology resources to families within the shelter. 

There are 8 computers stations total and are set 

up for children and adults. 
 

Safety, Autonomy, Intervention & Learning 
 SAIL is specifically designed to meet the 

needs of children who have been impacted by 

family violence. Funding provided by the 

 

Downtown Yakima Rotary Club and the 

Lynn Hanses Katz Fund will support a full-

time childrenôs advocate position; age-

appropriate curriculum along with learning 

materials and games; program incentives and 

classroom supplies. Through this program, 

the YWCA will be able to offer healthy,  

active, therapeutic learning opportunities for 

children. 

 

 

   



from a domestic violence survivor  
 

The following letter was sent from a woman who received services from the YWCA, we 

have omitted the name and other identifying information due to confidentiality.  
 

Dear YWCA,  
 

     Yesterday was a very important day in my life of recovery.  Four years ago (July 14, 

2005), I bravely walked through the doors of the YWCA, broken, ashamed and lost.  This 

was the beginning of my painful journey of healing, and the first day of a new life free of 

domestic violence.  The abuse took on many other forms after that and you were all there 

and continue to be there to help me walk through his continued abuse as my ex-husband 

and father of our children.  

     Each and every one of you have been an important part of my journey, and I will for-

ever be grateful for the part the YWCA and all the staff has played in my life.  First, help-

ing me see myself as more than a victim, but a survivor of victimization.  I learned that 

just holding someoneôs hand (figuratively) and modeling that life goes on and that there is 

life on the other side worth living can be that grain of hope that inspires some, as you all 

did for me. So many people donôt have supportive family and friends close by in their 

time of need, as I didnôt at the time.  The support I received and can now give is a bless-

ing. 

     Thank you all for being there for me, and the seeds you sowed into my life.  May God 

continue to bless each of you, and continue to bless the YWCA with continued growth.  

There are so many that still need your touch, experience, strength and hope.  That is what 

you all did for me. 

ywca of yakima, making a difference  
 

Because the dynamics of abusive relationships are so complicated and dangerous, 

survivors need a caring and knowledgeable person to turn to for help. Trained advo-

cates help survivors understand their rights and options. We help create safer lives by: 

Providing a confidential place for families to go for safe housing, safety planning,  

counseling and support 

Supporting survivors in making informed choices for their families and assisting 

them in taking the next steps 

Providing support services for families who are in transition and seeking help 

with permanent housing, employment, job training, child care, transportation and 

other services 

Advocating for justice, fairness and compassionate support for survivors of fam-

ily violence within government and social systems 

Educating and involving the community in order to eliminate the social condi-

tions that foster family violence 
 

24-Hour Domestic Violence Shelter: Women and children escaping an abuser re-

ceive food, clothing, bedding and emergency transportation. Families stay an average 

of three to six weeks while undergoing counseling, developing a safety plan, obtain-

ing a protection order and seeking permanent housing. 
 

Legal Advocacy: Advocates attend weekly county victimsô meetings to explain legal 

rights to survivors. This contact develops trust and ensures the advocate is able to 

continue providing support and education to the client. The YWCA also provides  

domestic violence education clinics to provide information to survivors so that they 

can make informed decisions. 
 

Support Groups: The YWCA offers drop-in support groups to provide survivors the 

emotional support needed to make the difficult choices faced when trying to leave an 

abusive relationship. 
 

72-Hour Response: Following every reported domestic violence incident, Yakima 

law enforcement forwards contact information to the YWCA. Within 72 hours of the 

assault, a YWCA advocate contacts the survivor and provides information about re-

sources available. By intervening in the cycle of violence, the program aims to pre-

vent further abuse. 

bringing it home  

May 2010 

August 2010 

ywca yakima  

818 W Yakima Ave 
Yakima, WA  98901 

509-248-7796 
www.ywcayakima.org  


